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The Corporation of the
City of Sault Ste. Marie

COUNCIL REPORT

December 2, 2024
TO: Mayor Matthew Shoemaker and Members of City Council
AUTHOR: Virginia McLeod, Manager of Recreation and Culture
DEPARTMENT:  Community Development and Enterprise Services
RE: Ontario Heritage Act Part IV Designation of 99 Huron Street
— The Yard Locker

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval to designate 99 Huron Street
(The Yard Locker) under the Ontario Heritage Act due to its significant heritage
value to the City of Sault Ste. Marie.

Background

The Sault Ste. Marie Municipal Heritage Committee advises City Council on the
cultural heritage value or interest of properties within the Municipality and
recommends the designation of significant properties under Part IV of the Ontario
Heritage Act. This affords the property, particularly the designated heritage
features, special protection under the Act.

The Municipal Heritage Committee received a designation application for the Yard
Locker located at 99 Huron Street.

The Municipal Heritage Committee passed the following resolution at their meeting
on June 1, 2022:

Resolved that the Sault Ste. Marie Municipal Heritage Committee approve the draft
designation report for the Yard Locker located off Huron Street (Property
Identification Numbers 31577-0079, 31577-0085, 31577-0083) and that the report
be finalized and recommended for designation under Part IV of the Ontario
Heritage Act; and further that a report be sent to City Council to request approval
to proceed with the designation.”

The report was included in the September 19, 2022, Council Agenda Package, at
which time the owners asked to have the report removed. On September 12, 2024,
the owner contacted staff to advise that they would like to proceed with the
designation.
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Analysis
The attached designation report provides a detailed overview of the history of the
Yard Locker and description of the cultural heritage value and key heritage
attributes.

Statement of Cultural Value or Interest

1. The Yard Locker is constructed of local red sandstone excavated from the
adjacent power canal and lock. The use of local sandstone in the
construction of buildings has been noted as a historically significant attribute
in other historic buildings in Sault Ste. Marie.

2. The Yard Locker is one of the few remaining buildings that formed a portion
of the turn-of-the-century industrial empire developed by Francis H.
Clergue. Francis H. Clergue’s business empire was responsible for most
of Sault Ste. Marie’s early industrial development.

3. Francis Hector Clergue is designated as a National Historic Person by the
Historic Site and Monuments Board of Canada for his contribution to the
industrial of Sault Ste. Marie.

The Yard Locker’s architecture remains unique, as it was made in a Romanesque
Revival style popular during the late 19th century. The Romanesque Revival style
was common for buildings that Clergue had his architects make, such as the
Machine Shop; however, other industrial buildings of the time were typically
designed more utilitarianly and had less architectural flair than the Yard Locker.
The exterior of the Yard Locker has also remained mostly unaltered through the
years despite the modernization and destruction of other buildings on the same
site.

Financial Implications

There is no immediate budget impact. The property owner would be eligible to
apply for a Designated Heritage Property Grant and enroll in the Heritage Property
Tax Rebate program in the future.

Strategic Plan / Policy Impact
Focus Area: Quality of Life — Arts and Culture: Support and grow the creative
economy, celebrate arts and culture, and promote and conserve heritage assets.

Recommendation
It is therefore recommended that Council take the following action:

Resolved that the report of the Manager of Recreation and Culture dated
December 2, 2024 concerning Ontario Heritage Act Part IV Designation of 99
Huron Street — The Yard Locker be received and that the recommendation of the
Sault Ste. Marie Municipal Heritage Committee to designate 99 Huron Street, The
Yard Locker, under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act be approved.
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Respectfully submitted,

Virginia McLeod

Manager of Recreation and Culture
705.759-5311
v.mcleod@cityssm.on.ca
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Yard Locker
Designation Report

Location: 99 Huron Street (Roll number: 040-031-107-08)



Description of Property:

The Yard Locker located off of Huron Street (City of Sault Ste. Marie roll number 040-031-107-
08) on the former site of a Hudson Bay Trading Post. Constructed sometime between the
years 1896-1902 the Yard Locker is built from local red sandstone, excavated from the
adjacent power canal and lock.

The external plan size is 15.5 m (51’) by 16.5 m (54’) measured at the base.

The Yard Locker is located near other properties with historic designations such as the
Machine Shop and the former Abitibi Head Office.

Statement of Cultural Value/Interest:

1. The Yard Locker is constructed of local red sandstone excavated from the adjacent power
canal and lock. The use of local sandstone in the construction of building has been noted
as a historically significant attribute in other historic buildings in Sault Ste. Marie.

2. The Yard Locker is one of the few remaining buildings that formed a portion of the turn of
the century industrial empire developed by Francis H. Clergue. Francis H. Clergue’s
business empire was responsible for most of Sault Ste. Marie’s early industrial
development.

3. Francis Hector Clergue is designated as a National Historic Person by the Historic Site and
Monuments Board of Canada for his contribution to the industrial of Sault Ste. Marie.

Clergue’s business empire would collapse in 1904 and ownership of the Yard Locker and
surrounding buildings would transfer first to the Lake Superior Paper Company in 1911, then
the Spanish River Pulp and Paper Company in 1915, then the Abitibi Power and Paper
Company in 1928 and finally St Marys Paper in 1987 until 2011 when the Paper mill would be
shut down. The pulp and paper industry was a vital part of Sault Ste. Marie’s economy for over
a century and the Yard Locker is one of the few surviving original buildings from Clergue’s
business empire.

The Yard Locker’s architecture remains unique as it was made in a Romanesque Revival style
which was popular during the late 19" century. The use of Romanesque Revival style was
common for buildings that Clergue had his architects make such as the Machine Shop,
however other industrial buildings of the time were typically designed in a more utilitarian style
and had less architectural flair compared to the Yard Locker. The exterior of the Yard Locker
has also remained mostly unaltered through the years despite the modernization and
destruction of other buildings on the same site.

Description of Heritage Attributes:
Key attributes that reflect the Yard Locker’s importance to Sault Ste. Marie’s history includes:

e The use of local sandstone which was excavated during the construction of the Soo Locks



e The exterior of the building appears largely unchanged despite being over a century old
and the modernization of other nearby buildings throughout the years

e The building is located among other historically significant buildings and landmarks such as
the Machine Shop and the Soo Locks

¢ The building’s overall design matches the Romanesque Revival design of the nearby
buildings which includes features such as heavy massing, symmetrical composition and
rusticated stonework.

e There are three possible architects under Clergue’s employ that may have designed the
Yard Locker; E. Francis Head, Harry J. Powell and James Calloway Teague

East Elevation

North Elevation



Legal Description

Property Identification Number: 31577-0079 LT (DIVISION FROM 31577-0068)

PART LAND & LAND COVERED WITH WATER AT THE FOOT OF RAPIDS ON ST. MARY'S
RIVER PARTS 1 AND 2 1R13414; SUBJECT TO AN EASEMENT OVER PART LAND &
LAND COVERED WITH WATER AT THE FOOT OF RAPIDS ON ST. MARY'S RIVER PART 2
1R13414 AS IN LT57299; SUBJECT TO AN EASEMENT OVER PART LAND & LAND
COVERED WITH WATER AT THE FOOT OF RAPIDS ON ST. MARY'S RIVER PART 1
1R13414 AS IN AL181403; SUBJECT TO AN EASEMENT OVER PART LAND & LAND
COVERED WITH WATER AT THE FOOT OF RAPIDS ON ST. MARY'S RIVER PART 1
1R13414 AS IN AL181401; TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT OVER PART OF HUDSON
BAYS COMPANY LANDS SOUTH SIDE OF PORTAGE STREET PARTS 27 & 28 1R13279
AS IN AL181397; TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT OVER PART OF LAIRD AND
HENDERSON MILL SITE & PART OF HUDSON BAYS COMPANY LAND SOUTH SIDE OF
PORTAGE STREET PARTS 1-11, 21 & 22 1R13279 AS IN AL181438; TOGETHER WITH AN
EASEMENT OVER PART LAND AND LAND COVERED WITH WATER AT THE FOOT OF
RAPIDS ON ST. MARYS RIVER, PART 35 PLAN 1R13279 AS IN AL181433; SUBJECT TO
AN EASEMENT OVER PART 1 ON PLAN 1R13414 IN FAVOUR OF PART LAND & LAND
COVERED WITH WATER AT THE FOOT OF RAPIDS ON ST.MARY'S RIVER PARTS 13, 14,
19 & 38, ON PLAN 1R13279 EXCEPT PARTS 1 & 2 1R13414 AS IN AL211635; SUBJECT
TO AN EASEMENT OVER PART 1 ON PLAN 1R13414 IN FAVOUR OF PART LAND & LAND
COVERED WITH WATER, PART OF ST. MARY'S ISLAND PARTS 39 & 40, ON PLAN
1R13279 EXCEPT PART 4 1R13414 AS IN AL211635; SUBJECT TO AN EASEMENT OVER
PART 1 ON PLAN 1R13414 IN FAVOUR OF PART ST. MARY'S ISLAND, BEING PT 20
1R5861 AS IN AL211635; CITY OF SAULT STE. MARIE

Property Identification Number: 31577-0085 LT (CONSOLIDATION FROM 31577-0081,
31577-0082)

PART LAND & LAND COVERED WITH WATER PART 3 1R13414; TOGETHER WITH AN
EASEMENT OVER PART LAND & LAND COVERED WITH WATER AT THE FOOT OF
RAPIDS ON ST. MARYS RIVER PART 35 1R13279 AS IN AL181433; TOGETHER WITH AN
EASEMENT OVER PART OF HUDSON BAY COMPANY'S LANDS SOUTH SIDE OF
PORTAGE STREET PARTS 27 & 28 1R13279 AS IN AL181397; TOGETHER WITH AN
EASEMENT OVER PART OF LAIRD AND HENDERSON STREET & PART OF HUDSON
BAY COMPANYS LANDS SOUTH SIDE OF PORTAGE STREET PARTS 1-11, 21 & 22
1R13279 AS IN AL181438; CITY OF SAULT STE. MARIE



Property Identification Number: 31577-0083 (DIVISION FROM 31577-0076)

PART LAND & LAND COVERED WITH WATER, PART OF ST. MARY'S ISLAND PART 4
1R13414; TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT OVER PART HUDSON BAYS COMPANY
LANDS, SOUTH SIDE PORTAGE STREET PARTS 27 & 28 1R13279 AS IN AL181397;
TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT OVER PART OF LAIRD AND HENDERSON MILL SITE &
PART HUDSON BAYS COMPANY LANDS, SOUTH SIDE PORTAGE STREET PARTS 1-11,
21 & 22 1R13279 AS IN AL181438; TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT OVER PART LAND
AND LAND COVERED WITH WATER AT THE FOOT OF RAPIDS ON ST. MARYS RIVER,
PART 35 PLAN 1R13279 AS IN AL181433; CITY OF SAULT STE. MARIE
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Property Information

Civic Address: 99 Huron Street

Roll No.: 040031107080000

Map No.: 16

Map Ref: Yard Locker (Former St. Mary's Paper Site)
Date Created: April 21, 2022
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